
 
Vocabulary Progression 

History 
 

The following is a list of words which your child will meet during their History studies. While the list is not statutory, it is helpful for 
your child to become familiar with them in a Historical context during the year. They are not intended as a test list but show the kind 
of language staff will use and explain in lessons to broaden your child's knowledge and understanding of History.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chronology 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Old  
New  
First  
Next  
Ago 
Past 
Today 
Tomorrow 
Yesterday 
 
 

Yesterday 
Before 
Earlier 
A long time ago 
Last year 
In the past 
Present day 
In the future 
Then 
Today 
Tomorrow 
Older  
Already happened 
Since I was born 
When I was little 
When Mummy and 
Daddy were little 
Years 
 

Passing of time 
In order or events 
Timeline 
Before I was born 
Sequence 
Earlier 
Weeks 
Days 
Living memory 
Beyond living 
memory 
Past/Present 
Era 
 
 

Timeline 
AD 
BCE/BC 
Chronological 
Order 
 

Calendar 
Towards the end of 
the Roman 
Empire… 

Decades 
Pre 1066 
Throughout 
 
 

 

 

Narrative 
Era 
Centuries 
Duration 
Dynasty 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic Vocabulary 
 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Me 
Baby 
Now 
Transport 
Streets 
Houses 
Buildings 
 
Guy Fawkes 
Tim Peake 
Remembrance 
 

Within Living 
Memory 
Object 
Artefact 
Photograph 
Picture 
Change 
Difference 
Event(s) 
Invention 
Toys 
School days 
 
Lives of 
Significant People 
Explorer 
Ibn Batutta 
Neil Armstrong 
Christopher 
Columbus 
Steve Jobs 
Guy Fawkes 
King/ Queen  
Rule 
Succeed 
Succession 
 

Beyond Living 
Memory 
Artefacts  
Older person 
Research 
Source 
 
Lives of 
Significant People 
Britain 
Briton 
Democracy 
Parliament 
Eyewitness 
Historical event 
Florence 
Nightingale 
Great Fire of 
London 
 
Local History 
Older person 
John Kyrle 
Ross-on-Wye 
The Man of Ross 
 
 

 

 
 

Stone/Iron Age 
Archaeologist 
Artefact 
Palaeolithic 
Neolithic 
Mesolithic 
Tribal 
Prehistory 
Hunter-gatherer 
Palaeolithic 
Tribe 
Neanderthal 
Bronze 
Roundhouse 
Hillfort 
Weapons 
The Wheel 
Skara Brae 
Stonehenge 
 
Ancient Greeks 
Democracy 
Athenians 
Spartans 
Acropolis 
City State 
Parthenon 
Olympics 
Citizen 
Philosopher 
Alphabet 
Aristocrat 
Mythology 
Column 

Romans 
Empire 
Colosseum 
Centurion 
Emperor 
Amphitheatre 
Aqueduct 
Conquer 
Invade 
Romanisation 
Senate 
Roman Baths 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Gladiator 
Republic 
Mosaic 
Chariot 
Pantheon 
Legion 
Legionary 
Boudicca 
 
Ancient Egypt 
Pharaoh 
Papyrus 
Scribe 
Scarab 
Sarcophagus 
Canopic Jar 
Tomb 
Afterlife 
Hieroglyphics 
Mummification 
Sphinx 
Egyptologist 

Anglo-Saxons 
Archaeologist 
Angles 
Saxons 
Jutes 
Kingdom 
Shires 
Shire reeve 
Rune 
Wessex 
Mercia 
Witan Council 
Lindisfarne 
Monk 
Weregeld 
Christianity 
Augustine 
Alfred the Great 
 
 

 

 

Vikings 
Archaeologist 
Scandinavia 
Jorvik 
Norse 
Longboat 
Berserker 
Danegeld 
Raid 
Trade 
Pagan 
Danelaw 
 
Ancient Maya 
Dynasty 
Maize 
Codex 
Hieroglyphics 
Stela 
Scribe 
Sacrifice 
City-states 
Pyramid 
Peasant 
Cacao 
Popol Vuh 
 
World War Two 
Axis 
Allies 
Nazi 
Evacuation 
Evacuee 
Blitz 
Propaganda 



Alexander the 
Great 
Zeus 
Apollo 
Temple 

Pyramid 
Rosetta Stone 
Tutankhamen 
 

Holocaust 
Luftwaffe 
RAF 
Refugees 
Adolf Hitler 
Neville 
Chamberlain 
Winston Churchill 
D-Day 
VE Day 

 


